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COMMENTARIES

THE PROPHET JEREIIAH.

CHAPTEE XXX.

1. The word that came to Jere- 1. Sermo qui fuit ad Jeremiam a
miah from the Lord, saying, Jehova dicendo,

2. Thus speaketh the Lord God 2. Sic dicit Jehova, Deus Israel,
of Israel, saying, Write thee all the dicendo, Scribe tibi omnes sermones
words that I have spoken unto thee quos loquutus sum ad te in libro:
in a book.

3. For, lo, the days come, saith 3. Quoniam ecce dies veniunt,
the Lord, that I will bring again the dicit Jehova, et reducam captivita-
captivity of my people Israel and tem populi mei Israel et Jehudah,
Judah, saith the Lord; and I will dicit Jehovah; et reducam eos in
cause them to return to the land terram quam dedi patribus ipsorum
that I gave to their fathers, and they et possidebunt earn.
shall possess it.

THIS and the next chapter contain, as we shall see, a most
profitable truth; and that the people might be the more atten-
tive, God introduced these prophecies by a preface. Jeremiah
spoke many things which afterwards, as it has elsewhere
appeared, had been collected and inserted in one volume by
the priests and Levites ; but God reminds us in these words,
that the prophecies which are to follow respecting the
liberation of the people, were especially to be remembered.

There is, however, another circumstance to be noticed.
We have seen that such was the stubbornness of the people,
that Jeremiah spent his labour among them in vain, for he
addressed the deaf, or rather stocks and stones, for they
were so possessed by stupor that they understood nothing,
for God had even blinded them, a judgment which they
fully deserved. Such was the condition of the people. We
must further bear in mind the comparison between the
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doctrine of Jeremiah and the fables of those who fed the
miserable people with flatteries, by giving them the hope of
a return after two years. God knew what would be the
event; but the people ceased not to entertain hope and to
boast of a return at the end of two years. Thus they de-
spised God's favour, for seventy years was a long period :
" What! God indeed promises a return, but after seventy
years who of us will be alive ? Hardly one of us will be found
then remaining, therefore so cold a promise is nothing to us."
They, at the same time, as I have said, were filled with a false
confidence, as with wind, and behaved insolently towards
God and his prophets, as though they were to return sound
and safe in a short time.

But profane men always run to extremes; at one time
they are inflated with pride, that is, when things go on
prosperously, or when a hope of prosperity appears, and they
carry themselves proudly against God, as though nothing
adverse could happen to them ; then when hope and false
conceit disappoint them, they are wholly disheartened, so
that they will receive no comfort, but plunge into the abyss
of despair. God saw that this would be the case with the
people, except he came to their aid. Hence he proposes
here the best and the fittest remedy—that the Prophet, as he
had effected nothing by speaking, should write and convert as
it were into deeds or acts what he had spoken,1 so that after
the lapse of two years they might gather courage, and after-
wards acknowledge that they had been deceived by unprin-
cipled men, and thus justly suffered for their levity, so that
they might at length begin to look to God and embrace the
promised liberation, and not wholly despond. This, then, is
the reason why the Prophet was commanded to write the
words which he had before declared with his mouth.

Now, as we understand the design of God, let us learn
1 " In a book:" the ?S before " book" is in some copies ?!?, as in other

places when preceded by " write." It may be more literally rendered, " on
a roll;" but if ?N be retained, the rendering may be, " for a record," or
memorial. Venema thinks that these two chapters were written after the
destruction of Jerusalem, and that as there were no people to be addressed,
Jeremiah was bidden to commit to writing what he had often previously
delivered by word of mouth.—Ed.
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that when it happens that we go astray and wander after
false imaginations, we are not on that account to cast away
the hope of salvation ; for we see that God here stretches
forth his hand to those who had erred, and who had even
wilfully cast themselves into ruin, for they had been more
than enough admonished and warned by true and faithful
prophets; their ears they had stopped ; their hearts they had
hardened; and yet when they had sought as it were de-
signedly to ruin themselves, we see how God still recalled
them to himself.

He says that God had commanded him to write in a book all
the words which he had heard; and the reason follows, For,
behold, come shall the days, saith Jehovah, in whichl will restore
the captivity of my people Israel and Judah.1 There is to be
understood a contrast between the restoration mentioned here
and that of which the false prophets had prattled when they
animated the people with the hope of a return in a short
time; for, as I have said, that false expectation, when the
Jews sought unseasonably to return to their own country,
was a sort of mental inebriety. But when they found that
they had been deceived, despair only remained for them.
Hence the Prophet recalls them here to a quietness of mind,
even that they might know that God would prove faithful
after they found out that they had rashly embraced what
impostors had of themselves proclaimed. We then see that
there is here an implied comparison between the sure and
certain deliverance which God had promised, and the false
and stolid hope with which the people had been inebriated :
come, then, shall the days. Now it appears that two years
had taken away every expectation; for they believed the
false prophets who said that God would restore them in two
years ; after the end of that time all the hope of the people
failed. Therefore the Prophet here removes that erroneous

1 The words literally are, " For behold the days coming, saith Jehovah,
when I shall restore the migration of my people, Israel and Judah, saith
Jehovah; and I will restore them to the land which I gave to their fathers,
and they shall inherit it." To render 1 when, when preceded by a par-
ticiple, is what may be done, and ought, in my view, to be commonly done.
The word nntJ> means a migration, as given in the Targum, rather than
captivity. It is rendered by the Sept. x«mxia, removal from home.—Ed.


